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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it is more than 

150 words in length. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b) 

Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claim 1, 3, 4 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over DeWolf et al U.S. Patent Application Publication U.S. 2002/0032626 
in view of Dinapoli et al U.S. Patent 3,754122. 

3. As per claim 1 , DeWolf et al discloses a method performed by a computer 



system for providing secondhand article information, comprising: 
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a usage history storage step in which the collected usage data are stored as 
usage history in a database (fig. 9, page 5, 0055; page 9, 0103 ); and 

a usage history provision step in which, while said article is being put up for sale 
as a secondhand article, the usage history of the said article stored in said data base, is 
provided to a customer via a network (fig 1, page 9, 0105; page 14, 0143). 

DeWolf et al however failed to discloses a usage data collection step in which, 
when an article has been used, usage data showing the facts relating to the usage of 
that said article are collected. 

Dinapoli et al discloses a usage data collection step in which, when an article has 
been used, usage data showing the facts relating to the usage of that said article are 
collected (col. 5, line 40-53); 

Accordingly it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time 
of applicant's invention to modify the method of DeWolf et al and incorporate the ability 
to provide a usage a usage data collection step in which, when an article has been 
used, usage data showing the facts relating to the usage of that said article are 
collected as taught by Dinaploi et al in order to make available the current state and 
value of the said article easily ascertainable by the potential customer. 

4. As per claim 3 , DeWolf et al further disclose a method further comprising: 

a service data collection step in which, when said article has been serviced, 
service data that shows the facts relating to the service of the said article are colliected 
(fig 9; page 9,0103, 0105); 
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a service history storage step in which the collected service data are stored as 
service history in said data base (fig. 9); and 

a service history provision step in which, while said article is being put up for sale 
as a secondhand article, the service history for said article stored in said data base, is 
provided to a customer via a network (fig. 9; page 9, 0105; page 14, 0143). 

5. As per Claims 4 DeWolf et al does not expressly show a system wherein 
said usage data collection steps, said usage history storage step, and said usage 
history provision step are conducted simultenously in parallel so that article still in use 
can be put up for sale as a secondhand article. 

However these differences are only found in the nonfunctional descriptive 
material and are not functionally involved in the steps recited. The usage data collection 
steps, usage history storage step, and usage history provision step would be performed 
the same regardless of the order. Thus, this descriptive material will not distinguish the 
claimed invention from prior art in terms of patentability, see In re Gulack, 703 F.2d 
1381, 1385, 217 USPQ 401, 404 (Fed. Cir. 1983); In re Lowry, 32 F.3d 1579, 32 
USPQ2d1031 (Fed. Cir. 1994). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to provide parallel processing of data because such data does 
not functionally relate to the steps in the method or system claimed and because the 
subjective interpretation of the data does not patentably distinguish the claimed 
invention. 
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6. As per claim 7, DeWolf et al further discloses a method further comprising 
a download step of downloading the usage history or service history for said article, 
which are stored in said data base, to a terminal used by said customer via a network 
(see fig. 1, page 0105, page 11, 0121). 

7. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
DeWolf et al U.S. Patent Application Publication U.S. 2002/0032626 in view of Dinapoli 
et al U.S. Patent 3,754,122 as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Ukai et al 
U.S. Patent Application Publication U.S. 2003/0191581. 

8. As per claim 2 , both DeWolf et al and Dinaploi et al failed to discloses a 
method performed by a computer system for providing secondhand article information, 
wherein said usage data collection step or current state data collection step includes a 
step for collecting usage data or current state data for said article by communicating 
with said article from a remote location away from the said article. 

Ukai et al discloses a method performed by a computer system for providing 
secondhand article information, wherein said usage data collection step or current state 
data collection step includes a step for collecting usage data or current state data for 
said article by communicating with said article from a remote location away from the 
said article (See fig 1; page 1, 0018; page 4, 0071). 

Accordingly it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time 
of applicant's invention to modify the method of DeWolf et al and Dinaploi et al and 
incorporate the ability to provide a usage data collection step or current state data 
collection step includes a step for collecting usage data or current state data for said 
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article by communicating with said article from a remote location away from the said 
article as taught by Ukai et al in order to provide current state article information 
immediately accessible and available to potential customers. 

9. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
DeWolf et al U.S. Patent Application Publication U.S. 2002/0032626 in view of Dinapoli 
et al U.S. Patent 3,754,122 as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Windle et 
al U.S. Patent 4,926,331. 

10. As per claim 5, both DeWolf et al and Dinapoli et al failed to explicitly 
disclose a method wherein said usage data includes operation data that shows an 
amount of work done by said article. 

Windle et al discloses a method wherein said usage data includes operation data 
that shows an amount of work done by said article (see fig 23 and 32, col. 1 , lines 37- 
43). 

Accordingly it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time 
of applicant's invention to modify the method of DeWolf et al and Dinaploi et al and 
incorporate the ability to provide a usage data includes operation data that shows an 
amount of work done by said article as taught by Windle et al in order to provide current 
value of the article based on amount of work performed to potential customers. 

1 1 . Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
DeWolf et al U.S. Patent Application Publication U.S. 2002/0032626 in view of Dinapoli 
et al U.S. Patent 3,754,122 as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Lancaster 
et al U.S. Patent Application Publication U.S. 2002/0065707. 
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12. As per claim 6 , both Dewolf et al and Dinapoli et al failed to explicitly 
disclose a method wherein said usage data includes photographic data showing actual 
images of said article. 

Lancaster et al discloses a method wherein said usage data includes 
photographic data showing actual images of said article (fig. 13 and 26; page 10, 0114). 

Accordingly it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time 
of applicant's invention to modify the method of DeWolf et al and incorporate the ability 
to provide a usage data wherein said usage data includes photographic data showing 
actual images of said article as taught by Lancaster et al in order to make available the 
actual images and current state of the article visually apparent to potential customer. 

13. Claim 8 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ukai et al U.S. Patent Application Publication U.S. 2003/0191581 in 
view of DeWolf et al U.S. Patent Application Publication 2002/0032626. 

14. As per claim 8 Ukai et al discloses a method performed by a computer 
system for providing secondhand article information, comprising: 

a current state data collecting step in which, while said article is being put up for 
sale as a secondhand article, current state data that shows the current state of an 
article are collected at intervals (page 4, 0071, page 10, 0179); 

a current step data storage step in which the collected current state data are 
stored in said data base (page 5, 0089). 

Ukai et al however failed to explicitly disclose a current state data provision step 
in which while said article is being put up for sale as a secondhand article, the current 
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state data for said article stored in said data base, are provided to a customer via a 
network. 

DeWolf et al discloses a current state data provision step in which while said 
article is being put up for sale as a secondhand article, the current state data for said 
article stored in said data base, are provided to a customer via a network (fig 1 , page 9, 
0105; page 14, 0143). 

Accordingly it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time 
of applicant's invention to modify the method of Ukai et al and incorporate the ability to 
provide a current state data provision step in which while said article is being put up for 
sale as a secondhand article, the current state data for said article stored in said data 
base, are provided to a customer via a network as taught by DeWolf et al in order to 
make available the current state data immediately available to the potential customer. 

15. As per claim 9 , Ukai et al discloses a method performed by a computer 
system for providing secondhand article information, wherein said usage data collection 
step or current state data collection step includes a step for collecting usage data or 
current state data for said article by communicating with said article from a remote 
location away from the said article (See fig 1; page 1, 0018; page 4, 0071). 

16. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ukaietal U.S. Patent Application Publication U.S. 2003/0191581 in view of DeWolf et 

al U.S. Patent Application Publication 2002/0032626 as applied to claim 8 above, and 
further in view of Lancaster et al U.S. Patent Application Publication U.S. 
2002/0065707. 
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17. As per claim 10 , Ukai et al failed to explicitly disclose a method as recited 
in claim 10. 

DeWolf discloses a method further comprising: 

a service history storage step in which the collected service data are stored as 
service history in said data base(see fig. 9) and further discloses 

a service history provision step in which, while said article is being put up for sale 
as a secondhand article, the service history for said article stored in said data base, is 
provided to a customer via a network(fig. 9; page 9, 0105; page 14, 0143). DeWolf et al 
failed to explicitly disclose a method comprising a service data collection step in which, 
when said article has been serviced, service data that shows the facts relating to the 
service of said article are collected 

Lancaster et al discloses a method further comprising: 

a service data collection step in which, when said article has been serviced, 
service data that shows the facts relating to the service of said article are collected (fig. 
27). 

Accordingly it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time 
of applicant's invention to modify the method of Ukai et al and incorporate the ability to 
provide a service history storage step in which the collected service data are stored as 
service history in said data base and a service history provision step in which, while said 
article is being put up for sale as a secondhand article, the service history for said article 
stored in said data base, is provided to a customer via a network and a service data 
collection step in which, when said article has been serviced, service data that shows 
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the facts relating to the service of said article are collected as taught by DeWolf et al 
and Lancaster et al respectively in order to facilitate service history data retrieval 
allowing customer to ascertain value of said article. 

18. Claim 11. 12, 13, 14, 15, 17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Lancaster et al U.S. Patent Application Publication U.S. 
2002/0065707 in view of Ukai et al U.S. Patent Application Publication U.S. 
2003/0191581 and DeWolf et al U.S. Patent Application Publication 2002/0032626. 

Lancaster et al discloses a method performed by a computer system for 
providing secondhand article information comprising: 

a usage data collection step in which, when an article has been used, usage data 
showing the facts relating to the usage of that said article are collected (page 13, claim 
30) 

a usage history storage step in which, the collected usage data are stored as 
usage history in a database (page 4, 0063). Lancaster et al however failed to explicitly 
disclose other claims as recited in claim 11. 

Ukai et al discloses a method performed by a computer system for providing 
secondhand article information comprising: 

a current state data collecting step in which, while said article is being put up for 
sale as a secondhand article, current state data that shows the current state of said 
article are collected at intervals (page 4, 0071, page 10, 0179) 
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a current state data storage step in which the collected current state data are 
stored in said data base (page 5, 0089). Ukai et al however failed to disclose other 
claims as recited in claim 11. 

DeWolf et al discloses a method performed by a computer system for providing 
secondhand article information comprising: 

a current state data provision step in which while said article is being put up for 
sale as a secondhand article, the current state data for said article stored in said data 
base, is provided to a customer via a network (fig 1, page 9, 0105; page 14, 0143). 

a usage history provision step in which, while said article is being put up for sale 
as a secondhand article, the usage history of the said article stored in said data base, is 
provided to a customer via a network (fig 1 , page 9, 0105; page 14, 0143). 

Accordingly it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time 
of applicant's invention to modify the method of Lancaster et al and incorporate the 
ability to provide a current state data collecting step, a current state data provision step 
and a usage history provision step taught by Ukai et al and DeWolf et al respectively in 
order to simplify data collection and retrieval by a potential customer. 

19. As per claim 12 , Lancaster failed to disclose a method wherein said 
usage data collection step or current state data collection step includes a step for 
collecting usage data or current state data, for said article by communicating with said 
article from a remote location away from the said article. 

Ukai et al discloses a method performed by a computer system for providing 
secondhand article information, wherein said usage data collection step or current state 
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data collection step includes a step for collecting usage data or current state data for 
said article by communicating with said article from a remote location away from the 
said article (See fig 1; page 1, 0018; page 4, 0071). 

Accordingly it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time 
of applicant's invention to modify the method of Lancaster et al and incorporate the 
ability to provide a usage data collection step or current state data collection step 
includes a step for collecting usage data or current state data for said article by 
communicating with said article from a remote location away from the said article as 
taught by Ukai et al in order to provide current state article information immediately 
accessible and available to potential customers. 

20. As per claim 13 , Lancaster et al further disclose a method further 
comprising: 

a service data collection step in which, when said article has been serviced, 
service data that shows the facts relating to the service of the said article are collected 
(fig 27); 

a service history storage step in which the collected service data are stored as 
service history in said data base (fig. 27); and 

a service history provision step in which, while said article is being put up for sale 
as a secondhand article, the service history for said article stored in said data base, is 
provided to a customer via a network (fig. 1). 

21 . As per Claims 14 Lancaster et al does not expressly show a system 
wherein said usage data collection steps, said usage history storage step, and said 
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usage history provision step are conducted simultaneously in parallel so that article still 
in use can be put up for sale as a secondhand article. 

However these differences are only found in the nonfunctional descriptive 
material and are not functionally involved in the steps recited. The usage data collection 
steps, usage history storage step, and usage history provision step would be performed 
the same regardless of the order. Thus, this descriptive material will not distinguish the 
claimed invention from prior art in terms of patentability, see In re Gulack, 703 F.2d 
1381, 1385, 217 USPQ 401, 404 (Fed. Cir. 1983); In re Lowry, 32 F.3d 1579, 32 
USPQ2d 1031 (Fed. Cir. 1994). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to provide parallel processing of data because such data does 
not functionally relate to the steps in the method or system claimed and because the 
subjective interpretation of the data does not patentably distinguish the claimed 
invention. 

22. As per claim 15 , Lancaster failed to disclose a method further comprising 
a step of updating said current state data within said data base based on collected said 
usage data. 

Ukai discloses a method further comprising a step of updating said current state 
data within said data base based on collected said usage data (page 4, 0071). 

Accordingly it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time 
of applicant's invention to modify the method of Lancaster et al and incorporate the 
ability of updating said current state data within said data base based on collected 
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said usage data as taught by Ukai et al in order to provide current state article 
information immediately accessible and available to potential customers. 

23. As per claim 17 . Lancaster et al discloses a method wherein said usage 
data includes photographic data showing actual images of said article (fig. 13 and 26; 
page 10, 0114). 

24. As per ciaim 18. Lancaster et al further discloses a method further 
comprising a download step of downloading the usage history or service history for said 
article, which are stored in said data base, to a terminal used by said customer via a 
network (see fig. 1 , page 5, 0067). 

25. Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lancaster et al U.S. Patent Application Publication U.S. 2002/0065707 in view of Ukai 
etal U.S. Patent Application Publication U.S. 2003/0191581 and DeWolfetal U.S. 
Patent Application Publication 2002/0032626 as applied to claim 1 1 above and further 
in view of Windle et al U.S. Patent 4,926,331. 

26. As per claim 16, both Lancaster et al, Ukai et al and DeWolf et al failed to 
explicitly disclose a method wherein said usage data includes operation data that shows 
an amount of work done by said article. 

Windle et al discloses a method wherein said usage data includes operation data 
that shows an amount of work done by said article (see fig 23 and 32, col. 1 , lines 37- 
43). 

Accordingly it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time 
of applicant's invention to modify the method of Lancasteret al, Ukai et al and DeWolf et 
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al and incorporate the ability to provide a usage data includes operation data that shows 
an amount of work done by said article as taught by Windle et al in order to provide 
current value of the article based on amount of work performed to potential customers. 

27. Claim 19 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lancaster et al U.S. Patent Application Publication 2002/0065707 in 
view of DeWolf et al U.S. Patent Application Publication 2002/0032626. 

28. As per claim 19 . Lancaster et al discloses a computer system for 
providing information about secondhand articles comprising: 

usage data collection means that, when an article has been used, collects usage 
data that shows the facts relating to the usage of article (page 13, claim 30); 
a database (see fig 1) 

a usage history storage means that stores the collected usage data as usage 
history on said data base (page 4, 0063). Lancaster failed to explicitly disclose a usage 
history provision means that, while said article is being put up for sale as a secondhand 
article, provides the usage history for said article stored in said data base, to a customer 
via a network. 

DeWolf et al discloses a computer system for providing information about 
secondhand articles, comprising 

usage history provision means that, while said article is being put up for sale as 
a secondhand article, provides the usage history for said article stored in said data 
base, to a customer via a network (fig 1, page 9, 0105; page 14, 0143). 
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Accordingly it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time 
of applicant's invention to modify the method of Lancaster et al and incorporate the 
ability to provide usage history provision means that, while said article is being put up 
for sale as a secondhand article, provides the usage history for said article stored in 
said data base, to a customer via a network as taught by DeWolf et al in order to 
provide immediate access to usage history data and enable customer to ascertain 
article value. 

29. As per claim 20 , Lancaster et al further discloses a computer system 
further comprising: 

a service data collection means that, when said article has been serviced, 
collects service data that shows the facts relating to the service of the said article (fig. 
27, page 5, 0072); 

a service history storage means that stores the collected service data as service 
history on said data base (fig. 27, page 0082 ); and 

a service history provision means that, while said article is being put up for sale 
as a secondhand article, provides the service history for said article stored in said data 
base, o a customer via a network (see fig. 27, page 6, 0082). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The reference cited to Steiner U.S. Patent 4,939,652 and Ito et al 
U.S. Patent 4,462,079, are considered relevant to the claimed invention. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charles C. Agwumezie whose number is (703) 305- 
0586. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on (703) 305 - 9768. The fax phone 
number for the organization where the application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
305-7687. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll free), 
acc 
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